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TACHOGRAPH ANALYSIS

Smart tachographs 2019: everything you need to know
June 2019 is a big month for the next generation digital 
tachograph. This is when the first vehicles will be fitted with 
smart tachographs. 

Concerned about breaches in tachograph security, the European 
Commission revised the legislation. Their objectives were to reduce 
fraud through tampering, improve the efficiency of the control 
of the system and reduce administrative burden. So Annex 1C 
(EU 2016/799) came into force in June 2016, leading on to the 
introduction of the smart tachograph in June 2019. 

But there is still a lot of confusion in the industry about the upcoming 
changes, and how it will impact drivers and transport operators. 
Olga Goryntseva, Marketing Executive at Stoneridge, commented: 
“The legislation has changed again but Stoneridge continues to 
be there for the millions of drivers and fleets throughout Europe. 
We want to make sure all our customers understand the new 
requirements, what it means to them and how they can start 
preparing now.” 

New requirements 

In principle, the requirements are the same for existing and smart 
tachographs. Fleets and drivers across Europe will still need to 
comply with Drivers’ Hours Legislation and Working Time Directive 
and digital data will still need to be downloaded, stored and 
analysed. But there will also be new features that do not exist in the 
current tachograph. 

Smart tachographs will have a GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite 
System) module which records the vehicle’s location at the start 
and the end of a journey, together with updates every three hours. 

Plus, road inspection officers will be able to communicate remotely 
with the smart tachograph using a secure short range radio 
device, without stopping the vehicle. A small data packet will 
contain information on possible infringements. Think of it as a 
flag indicating that something may be amiss. The positive result is 
that if no issues are found, drivers may stay on the road and could 
continue their journey uninterrupted – meaning no valuable time is 
wasted on unnecessary roadside inspections. 

The regulations clearly state that only certain data will be 
transmitted, for example vehicle calibration data. But crucially, no 
personal driver information like names or addresses will be sent.

The Stoneridge smart tachograph is due to be released in 2019. 

Mikael Johansson, Director of Tachograph Systems Product 
Management at Stoneridge, commented: “In order to have a 
smooth transition from the current to the new tachograph, we are 
adopting a step by step approach so production can start in plenty 
of time before the introduction date.” 

What Do Transport Operators Need to Do?

Just like today, digital tachograph data will need to be stored and 
analysed. 

Smart tachographs will include a new set of data: GNSS data, 
improvements to ferry mode and recording of events and faults. 

Along with current VU and driver data, the new information will 
need to be downloaded at regular intervals. Transport operators 
will need to check that their download tools can receive the new 
data set.

Stoneridge work very closely with Tachosys and distribute their 
entire range of products right across Europe including hand held 

download tools and remote download solutions. All of the Tachosys 
hand held range has upgradeable firmware with automated 
updates via the associated digiconnect desktop application. 
Best selling products such as the digivu and digifobpro (second 
generation) can be purchased right now in the knowledge that an 
automatic update will be available in time for the launch of the 
smart tachograph. 

The digipostpro depot based data collection terminal now present 
in over 10,000 locations will be upgradeable over the air so these 
will continue to operate and understand the new data formats. 
Finally the digiDL which is the most successful remote tachograph 
download solution currently available, will also be automatically 
updated over the Internet.

Chris Cuffe, Sales and Marketing Manager at Tachosys, states: 
“This is just such a situation where our insistence that all products 
should be updateable pays dividends. Operators buying tachograph 
tools and other download solutions now should ensure they are 
upgradeable via the Internet, in the same way as our products or 
their solution could become obsolete as of June 2019. If we can 
extract additional data useful to operators we will also make this 
available to our many integrators”. 

Stoneridge are also updating their OPTAC3 Tachograph Analysis 
system to accommodate smart tachograph data. OPTAC3 is used 
and trusted by some of Europe’s leading transport and logistics 
companies. It is a really flexible web-based tachograph analysis 
solution that works for fleets of all sizes. Updated to include the 
new features, OPTAC3 will more than cover this new legislation. 

As a transport operator, if you have smart tachographs in your fleet 
you will also need to get a new company card.

New Driver Cards

Eventually all current driver cards will be phased out and drivers 
will get a new tachograph driver card that will record the additional 
information under the new legislation. The new card will work in all 
tachographs (including current models). 

Today’s driver cards will work in smart tachographs, but will 
only record the driving set that applies to current legislation. You 
can legally use them in a smart tachograph, but if you need a 
replacement you will receive a new driver card from June 2019. 

It’s all pretty straightforward, so you won’t need extra training, 
but drivers may want to familiarise themselves with the new 
tachograph features. 

Olga Goryntseva continues: “We will make sure that appropriate 
training material is available in the Support and Training sections 
on our website to get our customers ready to drive as quickly as 
possible.” 

The new legislation may seem daunting at these early stages, but 
both Stoneridge and Tachosys will continue to be there for you 
– whether you need a new download tool, help with training or
simply looking for information. 
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